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ing light should strike men blind. Florida be-
came proverbial; and Elizabethan wits made
endless fun of it. Stolida, or the land of fools,
and Sordida, or the land of muck-worms, were
some of their jeux d''esprit. Everyone was ' bound
for Florida, * whether he meant to go there or not,
despite Spanish spheres of influence, the native
cannibals, and pirates by the way.

Hawkins, on the contrary, did not profess to
be bound for Florida. Nevertheless he arrived
there, and probably had intended to do so from
the first, for he took with him a Frenchman who
had been in Ribaut's colony two years before, and
Sparke significantly says that 'the land is more
than any [one] king Christian is able to inhabit.'
However this may be, Hawkins found the. second
French colony as well as 'a French ship of four-
score ton, and two pinnaces of fifteen ton apiece
by her . . . and a fort, in which their captain
Monsieur Laudonniere was, with certain soldiers
therein.* The colony had not been a success.
Nor is this to be wondered at when we remember
that most of the * certain soldiers' were ex-pirates,
who wanted gold, and 'who would not take the
pains so much as to fish in the river before their
doors, but would have all things put in their